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“Désirée” by Renée Levi will be exhibited at Oktem Aykut from September

9th until November 5th, 2022. The opening event takes place on the evening of
September 9, Friday, between 6:00 pm and 9:00 pm. “Désirée” is Levi's third
exhibition in Istanbul and first at Oktem Aykut.

Renowned for her gestural and rhythmic abstractions, site-specific large-scale
painterly installations and typographical experiments, Levi is among the few
internationally esteemed female representatives of the male-dominated
tradition of abstract expressionism. For Levi, born in Istanbul, the city where she
spent her early childhood years is a fundamental source of inspiration,
excitement, and joy. Emphasizing a strong wish, “Désirée" comprises her feelings
for this unique city, her childhood, and her emotions for her exhibition that will
take place in Istanbul after many years.

Presenting 12 new works, all from 2022, the exhibition utilizes both floors of the
gallery space in different ways. The ground floor displays three works, two of
them as wide as four meters. The “color field" paintings, further diversified by
Levi in recent years, offer surfaces on which contrasting colors complement one
another in wide blocks. Levi's works of various sizes on the upper floor display
examples of her typographical experiments and series within which she broke
down the surface area with architectural or gestural decisions. The way the works
are positioned across the gallery space also represents an extension of these
decisions stemming from architecture and gestural expressionism.

Considering Levi's work which can also be expressed in analogies with music, the
two giant color fields on the ground floor provide a "base" infrastructure for the
exhibition while the display on the upper floor echoes with melodies and
harmonies of smaller and larger scale pieces. Renée Levi's collaborative exhibition
with Janiv Oron, who uses sound as the main medium in his works, “Alba"” may be
visited at Akaretler 37-39 between September 13th and October 16th, 2022. Her
site-specific large-scale installation “Babra”, produced for Contemporary Istanbul,
may be visited at Tersane Istanbul between September 17th and 22th, 2022.
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Renée Levi (1960, CH) is among Switzerland's most significant artists working
primarily in the medium of painting and installation. Her artwork has been exhibited
internationally for more than 20 years, and also appears in significant public and
private collections. She studied Architecture at the HTL Muttenz/ Basel and Fine
Arts at the Hochschule fir Gestaltung und Kunst Zirich. Since 2001, Renée Levi has
been teaching as a professor of painting at the Hochschule fir Gestaltung und
Kunst in Basel. From the beginning, she worked with Marcel Schmid as a partner for
large scale projects and installations. His concepts, developed in collaboration,
specify the spatial, technical context of exhibitions.

Since the late 1990s, Renée Levi has been investigating the medium of painting, in
her spatially extensive installations as she expands the effects of color and form to
break the boundaries within the space. She merges painting and architecture in
unconventional ways bringing to light a whole new set of dynamics within the
medium. Levi's interventions are both piercing and precise. Her use of color and her
shapes take on a powerful presence in a lively and luminant way. Levi is born
Istanbul and lives and works in Basel.
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Renée Levi'nin “Désirée” baslkli sergisi 9 Eyliil 2022'den 5 Kasim 2022'ye dek Oktem
Aykut'ta. Agilis, 9 Eyliil Cuma aksami 18:30 - 20:30'da. “Désirée”, Levi'nin istanbul'daki
tglincii, Oktem Aykut ile ilk sergisi.

Jestik, ritmik soyutlamalari; mekana 6zgl buyik ebath resimsel

yerlestirmeleri ve tipografik denemeleri ile taninan Levi; soyut disavurumculugun
erkek agirlikli geleneginin icinde diinya ¢apinda 6nde gelen istisnai kadin
temsilcilerinden. istanbul dogumlu Levi i¢in erken ¢ocuklugunu gegirdigi bu sehir temel
bir ilham, heyecan ve cosku kaynagi. Glcli bir arzuyu vurgulayan sergi ismi “Désirée”,
Levi'nin bu benzersiz sehir, cocuklugu ve yillar sonra gerceklestirdigi istanbul sergisi
icin hissettiklerini beraberce icermekte.

Tamami 2022 senesinde Uretilen 12 yeni eseri birlikte sunan sergi, galeri mekaninin iki
katini farkli sekillerde degerlendiriyor. Giris katinda 4'er metre genisliginde iki ayri eser
yer almakta. Levi'nin son yillarda daha siklikla ¢cesitlendirdigi birer “Renk Alani”
resimleri; aykiri renklerin genis bloklar halinde birbirlerini

tamamladiklari yiizeyler sunmakta. Ust katta bulunan cesitli ebatlardaki eserler ise,
Levi'nin tipografik denemeleri ile, ylizey alanini daha mimari ve jestik kararlarla
parcaladigi serilerinden 6rnekler sunmakta. Eserlerin mekana yerlesme bicimi de, bu
mimari ve jestik kararlarin birer uzantisini temsil ediyor.

Muzikle kurulan analojilerle de ifade edilebilen Levi yapiti gz 6niinde
bulunduruldugunda; galerinin giris katindaki devasa ebatli iki renk alani eserinin birer
“bas" altyapisi saglarken; Ust kattaki sunumla irili ufakli melodi ve armonilerin
yankilandigi séylenebilir. Renée Levi'nin, eserlerinde ses'i ana mecra olarak kullanan
sanatgi Janiv Oron ile gerceklestirdigi “Alba” isimli sergisi Akaretler 37-39 numarada 14
Eylul - 16 Ekim; cagdas sanat fuari Contemporary Istanbul i¢in Urettigi mekana

6zgl blyuk yerlestirmesi “Barba” 17 - 22 Eylil tarihlerinde Tersane

Istanbul'da goérilebilir.
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Renée Levi (1960, isvicre) isvigre'nin en dnemli sanatgilari arasinda yer alir ve agirlikli
olarak resim ve enstelasyon eserlerle kendisini ifade eder. Eserleri 20 yili askin bir
siredir sergilenmekte, saygin kamusal ve 6zel koleksiyonlarda yer almaktadir. HTL
Muttenz/Basel'da mimarlik, Hochschule fir Gestaltung und Kunst Zirih'te gizel
sanatlar okudu. 2001'den bu yana Basel'daki Hochschule fiir Gestaltung und Kunst'ta
6gretim gorevlisi olarak ¢alisiyor. Basindan beri, buyik ebatli mekansal projelerde
Marcel Schmid ile ortaklasa galisiyor. Schmid'le isbirligi icerisinde gerceklestirilen
projelerde, mekansal ve teknik detaylar cogunlukla Schmid tarafindan tayin ediliyor.

1990'li yillarin sonundan itibaren Levi; renk ve bigimin alisilagelmis etkilerini zorlayarak
mekan algisinin sinirlarini genislettigi, kapsamli ve kapsayici enstelasyonlari araciligiyla
resim disiplinini kendisine has bir kavrayisla ele aliyor. Resim ile yenilik¢i mimari
yontemleri bir araya getirerek yepyeni dinamikleri giin isigina ¢ikariyor. Levi'nin
muidahaleleri resimsel gelenekleri isabetle delip gegiyor. Renk ve sekil kullanimlari canli
ve 1sil 1g1l varliklar agiga cikartiyor. istanbul dogumlu Levi, Basel'da yasiyor ve galisiyor.
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 1, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
280x400 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 2, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
280x400 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 3, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
80x80 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 4, 2022
Acrylic on cotton / Tuval Gzerine akrilik
280x230 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 6, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
190x190 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 8, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
190x190 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 10, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
150x150 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 5, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
120x120 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 9, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
100x100 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 7, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
100x100 cm
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RENEE LEVI

DESIREE 11, 2022
Acrylic on linen / Tuval tUzerine akrilik
100x100 cm
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RENEE LEVI

GINNY 1, 2021
Acrylic on cotton / Tuval Gzerine akrilik
80x80 cm
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RENEE LEVI

GINNY 2, 2021
Acrylic on linen / Tuval Gzerine akrilik
100x100 cm
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