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Selim Birsel'in yeni sergisi Mevsimsiz 9 Aralik Cuma aksami Ark Kiiltiir'de agiliyor. Sergi 28
Ocak 2023'e dek izlenebilir. Mevsimsiz, Selim Birsel'in Oktem Aykut ile beraber
gerceklestirdigi ikinci tek kisilik sergisi.

Mevsimsiz ig ice gegen (g ayri seriye ait eserleri beraberce iceriyor. ileng Dénemlere Dair, sergi alaninin
bitun katlarina yayilan bir eser dizisi. Sanatginin 2020 yili basinda gerceklestirdigi son kisisel sergisi
Yalitilmis Bir Bakis ile baslayan bir siirecte bulunmus, toplanmis, sahiplenilmis, dénlstirilmis imge ve
nesneleri kendi aralarinda konusturarak yeni baglamlar olusturdugu bir seri. Bu diyaloglar sanat,
edebiyat, mitoloji ile Mezopotamya, Anadolu ve Ege efsanelerinin kiyilarinda geziniyor. Kelime oyunlari
ve anlam kaydirmalari ile nesnelerin tehditkar varoluslari, zamanimizin sert ve giivencesiz karakterine
isaret ediyor. Sartre; Baudelaire lzerine yazarken onu her seyden dnce "ilencli” bir sair olarak
tanimlamisti. Edebiyat tarihinin en karanlik yasantil sairinden hareketle Birsel bu serisinde kendi
yasadigl doneme bakiyor.

Birsel'in 5 yildir strdiirdUgu "Bir seylerin geldigini gérmiyor musun?” isimli serisi duragan ve insansiz
peyzajlari cerceveleyerek izleyiciyi siginak misali korunakl bir i¢ mekanda var eden bir eser grubu. Ark
Kiltir'dn en alt katinda yer alan bu seride Birsel izleyiciye; mevsimden mevsimsizlige, isiktan karanliga
ruh halimizin seyrine eslik eden bir dizi mirekkep resim sunmakta. Duvarlarda, kapali mekanlarin
icerisinden disariy1 gorebildigimiz yatay dikdértgen delikler agmakta. “Bir seylerin geldigini gérmdiiyor
musun?” Virilio'nun Kaybolmanin Estetigi'nde zamanin akisinin durdurulmasina deginen distincelerine
ve Turner, de Chirico, Nolde gibi ustalarin eserlerine saygi durusunda bulunuyor.

Ark Kultir'an en Ust katina yerlesmis olan Temel Gidalar ve Nesnel Vokabdiler, Birsel'in hem en glincel
hem de en uzun zaman araligina yayilan serisi. Salgin ve izolasyon (2020-21) dénemi boyunca gevresinde
hissettigi ekonomik zorluklarin bireylerde biraktigi izleri sirerek baslayan bu seri, sanatginin baslica gida
maddelerini 6nline yerlestirerek 1sigini, gdlgesini, bakis agisini ayarlayip seyrettigi bir rotayi takip ediyor.
Birsel sonrasinda bu maddelerin tek tek ¢izimine girisiyor ve salgin glinlerine hakim olan belirsizlik
hissini her hafta diizenli olarak gerceklestirdigi cizimler ile géguslUyor. Temel Gidalar ve Nesnel
Vokabdiler, ayni zamanda 1999-2000 yillarinda (belki ginimizdekine benzer bir ruh haliyle) Birsel'in
sectigi bazi nesnelere etraflica baktigi ve bir nesne vokablleri ¢ikardigl desenleri de iceriyor. Bu iki ayri
¢izim dizisini birbirinden ayiran zaman ne kadar uzak olsa da, bazi seylerin zamanla degisime ugramadigi
beliriyor. Birsel igin ¢izim yapmak, bakmak, incelemek, 6niimiizde duranin konumunu, varliginin nedenini
sorgulamak ile basliyor. Yirimenin bir diisinme big¢imi olusu gibi, Birsel icin ¢izim yapmak da
dustncelerini bir dizenleme metodu olarak anlam kazaniyor.

Mevsimsiz sergisini siirekli Ureyen pargalar veya bir ciimlenin ¢ogulluga agilan hali olarak algilamak
mimkin. Bu olma hali mekanda esniyor, genlesiyor ve iliskilenmek igin farkli yollar arayisina giriyor. Ark
Kaltir'dn Gg katina yayilan sergi bir soytarinin mevsimlere, mevsimsiz oluslara, yasama, 6lime, harekete,
duraganliga, oyuna goz kirpisini andiriyor.
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Seasonless by Selim Birsel takes place at Ark Kiiltiir from December 9th, 2022 until January
28th, 2023. The exhibition Seasonless is Selim Birsel's second solo exhibition with Oktem
Aykut.

Seasonless features works that belong to three separate series. On Cursed Times is a series of works
that span all three floors of the exhibition space. The series includes images and objects that have
been found, collected, adopted, or transformed (beginning with the artist's last solo exhibition An
Isolated Gaze in early 2020) and engaged in conversations amongst themselves to create new
contexts. These conversations touch upon the topics of art, literature and mythology, and cruise the
shores of Mesopotamian, Anatolian, and Aegean myths. The threatening existences of objects point
out the harsh and unreliable character of current times, through puns and semantic shifts. When
Sartre was writing about Baudelaire, he defined him, first and foremost, as a “cursed” poet. Based on
the bleakest poet in the history of literature, Birsel, in this series, examines his own time.

Birsel's series "Don’t You See Somethings Are Approaching?” has been going on for five years; it's a
group of works that frame static landscapes, positioning the audience in a bunker-like protective inner
space. With this series located in the basement of Ark Kiltir, Birsel offers the audience a series of ink
paintings that accompany our wavy moods from seasons to seasonlessness, from light to dark. On the
walls, he opens up horizontal rectangular slits through which we can look from indoors to outside.
"Don’t You See Somethings Are Approaching?"” pays homage to Virilio's thoughts on stopping the flow
of time in The Aesthetics of Disappearance, or to the works of masters such as Turner, de Chirico and
Nolde.

Basic Food Items and Objective Vocabulary, on the top floor of Ark Kultir, involves Birsel's both most
recent and oldest works in the show. The series began by tracing the influence of the economic
hardships during the pandemic and isolation period (2020-21) on individuals; it follows a path in which
the artist places certain staple foods in front of him and watches them by setting the light, shadow,
and perspective. Later on, Birsel draws these substances one by one in their own isolated settings and
hence resists the feeling of uncertainty that dominated the pandemic with these weekly drawings.
Basic Food Items and Objective Vocabulary also includes drawings from 1999-2000 (arguably in a state
of mind that is similar to today's) in which Birsel thoroughly watches and examines certain objects and
sets on to create a vocabulary for them. Although there may be a temporal interval between these two
sets of drawings, it becomes clear that certain things do not change over time. For Birsel, drawing,
looking, and examining begin with questioning the position and the reason for the existence of what
stands in front of him and before us all. Much like walking is a way of thinking, for Birsel, drawing only
makes sense as a method of organizing his thoughts.

Seasonless may be regarded as a state of proliferation or as a sentence that opens up to plurality. Its
existence stretches and expands across the space and looks for possibilities for new associations.
Spanning the three floors of Ark Kultir, the exhibition remembers a jester who winks at the seasons, or
at seasonlessness, at life, at death, movement, stability, and play.
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SELIM BIRSEL

TITAN, 2022

Arsivsel pigment baski / Archival pigment print
200x133 cm

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

YANIK PENCERE | / WINDOW BURNT [, 2022

Aliminyum dibond Uzerine arsivsel pigment baski / Archival pigment print on aluminium dibond
150x150 cm

1/3+1
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YANIK PENCERE Il / WINDOW BURNT II, 2022

Aliminyum dibond Uzerine arsivsel pigment baski / Archival pigment print on aluminium dibond
115x150 cm

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

YANIK PENCERE Ill / WINDOW BURNT Ill, 2022

Aliminyum dibond Uzerine arsivsel pigment baski / Archival pigment print on aluminium dibond
150x150 cm

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

UFUK |/ HORIZON I, 2020

Arsivsel pigment baski, pleksiglas sandvig / Archival pigment print, plexiglass sandwich
32x70 cm

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

UFUK Il / HORIZON 11 2020

Arsivsel pigment baski, pleksiglas sandvig / Archival pigment print, plexiglass sandwich
2 parga / pieces

25x50 cm (her biri / each)

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

UFUK 111 / HORIZON Ill, 2020

Arsivsel pigment baski, pleksiglas sandvig / Archival pigment print, plexiglass sandwich
32x70 cm

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

ICERIDEN / FROM INSIDE, 2022

Arsivsel pigment baski, pleksiglas sandvi¢ / Archival pigment print, plexiglass sandwich
30x105 cm

1/3+1
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SELIM BIRSEL

CAM ARDINDAN | / BEYOND THE GLASS | 2022
Aliminyum dograma, ¢ift cam, cam boyasi / Aluminium frame, double glass, glass paint
33x58x4.5cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

CAM ARDINDAN Il / BEYOND THE GLASS |1 2022
Aliminyum dograma, ¢ift cam, cam boyasi / Aluminium frame, double glass, glass paint
33x58x4.5 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

CAM ARDINDAN Il / BEYOND THE GLASS Ill, 2022
Aliminyum dograma, ¢ift cam, cam boyasi / Aluminium frame, double glass, glass paint
36x69x4.5 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

CAM ARDINDAN 1V / BEYOND THE GLASS 1V, 2022
Aliminyum dograma, ¢ift cam, cam boyasi / Aluminium frame, double glass, glass paint
33x69x4.5 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? lIl /

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? 11l, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

83x111 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? IV/

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? IV, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

83x111cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? V/

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? V, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

83x111 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OSKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? VI /

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? VI, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

83x111 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? VII /

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? VII, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? VIII /

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? VIII, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? IX /

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? IX, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR SEYLERIN GELDIGINi GORMUYOR MUSUN? X /

DON'T YOU SEE SOME THINGS ARE APPROACHING? X, 2020
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper

38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR ADA IHTIMALI | / THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ISLAND I, 2021
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR ADA IHTIMALI Il / THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ISLAND Il 2021
Kagit Gzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BiR ADA IHTIMALI Il / THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ISLAND IIl, 2021
Kagit Gzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
38x62 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

YE§iL UFUK / GREEN HORIZON, 2022
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
30.5x41cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

GECE UFUK / NIGHT HORIZON, 2022
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
30.5x43 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

MOR UFUK / PURPLE HORIZON, 2022
Kagit Gzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
30.5x43 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

KIRMIZI YAGMUR 1/ RED RAIN 1, 2022
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
22x42 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

KIRMIZI YAGMUR 2 / RED RAIN 2, 2022
Kagit tzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
30x31cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

TURUNCU SEHIR / ORANGE CITY, 2022
Kagit Gzerine Iran mirekkebi / Iranian ink on paper
15x48.5 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

ANONIM PEYSAJ / ANONYMOUS LANDSCAPE, 2021
Buluntu yagli boya resim, beton ¢erceve / Found oil painting, concrete frame
29x34.5x5 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

EJDERCUSI, 2021

Agag pargasi,volkanik tas, patlak plastik top, cam bilye /
Branch, volcanic rock, deflated ball, glass marble ball
55x124x11 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

LEONARDOBILE, 2021
Agag parcgasi, gelik tel, ¢ivi, dana kemigi / Branch, steel wire, nails, ox bone
8x49%x23 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

KAFEV, 2021
Agag pargasi, gelik, tel / Branch, steel, wire
32x30x57 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

GREGOR SAMSA, 2021
Agag¢ pargasl, paslanmaz gelik bilye / Branch, stainless steel ball
12x50%x20 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

KRIPTOFOLIA, 2021
insaat demiri, altin varak / Iron bar, gold leaf
93x12x2 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

KUSLARA SU / WATER FOR THE BIRDS, 2021
Bulunmus mermer kurna, demir destek / Found marble basin, iron support
12x41x30 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

HOMERUS'UN KABURGASI / HOMER'S RIBS, 2021

Agag pargasi, demir mih, kibrit, atlas kumas, paslanmaz celik bilye /
Wood, matches, cloth, iron nail, stainless steel ball

49x78x127 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

TASTOP ARABALAR / STONECANNON CARS, 2021
Tas, celik tel, dana kemigi / Stone, steel wire, ox bone
Cesitli ebatlar / Various dimensions

5 parga / pieces
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SELIM BIRSEL

PANKOSK, 2022
Tas, kemik / Stone, bone
37x45x47 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

DAMASDUOQ, 2021
Ahsap sehpa, sigara kagidi, raki kadehi / Wooden table, rolling paper, raki glass
73x37x31cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

KIBEL'IN SOFRASI / KYBELE'S TABLE, 2022
Demir, bakir, bronz, bugday / Iron, copper, bronze, wheat
39x77x77 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

TEMEL GIDALAR - ZEYTIN / BASIC FOOD ITEMS - OLIVE, 2020
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x80 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

TEMEL GIDALAR - EKMEK / BASIC FOOD ITEMS - BREAD, 2020
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x80 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

TEMEL GIDALAR - SOGAN / BASIC FOOD ITEMS - ONION, 2020
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x80 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

TEMEL GIDALAR - PATATES / BASIC FOOD ITEMS - POTATO, 2020
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x80 cm
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OSKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

TEMEL GIDALAR - ACI BIBER / BASIC FOOD ITEMS - CHILI PEPPER, 2020
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x80 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
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SELIM BIRSEL

TEMEL GIDALAR - SARIMSAK / BASIC FOOD ITEMS - GARLIC, 2020
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x80 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BOS AYRAN / EMPTY AYRAN, 2021
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x110 cm
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OSKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

FALLIK KAHVE / COFFEE FORTUNE TELLING, 2021
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x110 cm
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SELIM BIRSEL

BITMIS CAY / FINISHED TEA, 2021
Kagit tzerine kuru pastel / Dry pastel on paper
80x110 cm
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OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - TENCERE / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - POT, 1999
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
98x98 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OSKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - KASIK / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - SPOON, 1999
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
98x98 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OSKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - YUMAK / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - BALL OF STRING, 1999
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
98x98 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - KEMiK / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - BONE, 1999
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
98x98 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - AYAKKABI / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - SHOE, 1999
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
98x98 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OSKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - NALCA / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - HEEL IRON, 1999
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
98x98 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - ASKI / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - HANGER, 2000-01
Kagit Uzerine fuzen / Charcoal on paper
167,5x97 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sigshane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - TUTACAK / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - HANDLE, 2000-01
Kagit Uzerine fuzen / Charcoal on paper
167,5x97 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sigshane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

NESNEL VOKABULER - FARAS / OBJECTIVE VOCABULARY - DUSTPAN, 2000-01
Kagit Gzerine flzen / Charcoal on paper
167,5x97 cm

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

BU AKSAM EVDE YEMEK YOK YARIN DA YOK, 1994-2022

Cam Uzerine kireg, mekana 6zgi midahale / Lime on windows, site specific intervention
Degisken ebatlarda / Dimensions variable

Her lisan i¢in 1 ediyon / 1 edition in each language

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

SELIM BIRSEL

PAN OLDU / PAN IS DEAD, 2022
Video, ses / Video, sound,
01'25"

1/3+1

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sigshane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OSKTEMAYKUT

Selim Birsel (1963, Briksel); Grenoble'da bulunan Ecole des Beaux-Arts ve Paris'teki Institut
des Hautes Etudes en Arts Plastiques'te lisans ve yiikseklisans 6grenimleri gérdi. istanbul,
Ankara, Gdansk ve Sakiz'da tek kisilik sergiler a¢ti; Turkiye ve Avrupa'da pek ¢ok grup
sergisinde eserleri yer aldi. Ziyaret, Arka Bahge ve Isler Uzerinden ve Yanlarinda isimli ti¢ kitabi
bulunuyor. 1999 yilindan beri Sabanci Universitesi'nde égretim gérevlisi olarak galigan Birsel,
istanbul ve Sakiz'da yasiyor.

Tesekkiirler

Ayca Telgeren
Gulfem Koseoglu

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



OSKTEMAYKUT

Selim Birsel (1963, Brussels), has completed his undergraduate and graduate degrees at Ecole
des Beaux-Arts in Grenoble and Institut des Hautes Etudes en Arts Plastiques in Paris. He has
opened solo exhibitions in Istanbul, Ankara, Gdansk, and Chios and participated in a number
of group exhibitions in Turkey and Europe. He has three published books: The Visit, Backyard
and Over and Beside the Works. He has been part of the faculty and teaching at Sabanci
University since its initial foundation in 1999. Birsel lives in Istanbul and Chios.

Thanks to

Ayca Telgeren
Gulfem Koseoglu

Aybasti Sk. No:3 Sishane info@oktemaykut.com
34430, Istanbul, TR www.oktemaykut.com



