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Official Balance by Selim Birsel will be on view at Oktem Aykut from
September 15th through October 25th, 2025. The opening reception will
take place on Monday, September 15th, from 3 until 8 p.m.

Official Balance, Birsel’s third one-person exhibition at Oktem Aykut, brings
together artist’s conceptual language engaging with the political and the
public, and his focus on the personal and the singular. For the artist, “official
balance” carries irony from the start: every official, hence artificial, force

is bound to unsettle the balance of nature, then reappears as the mere
assurance for the continuity it has already undermined.

Selim Birsel’s ouevre involves both large-scale site-specific installations
carrying historical and political references and visual records of frail yet
critical moments in the form of paintings, drawings, and photographs. With
Official Balance, Birsel articulates both his ongoing inquiry into the concepts
that have formed the foundation of his work since the 1990s and the
autobiographical insights that have carried increasing weight since the 2000s,
allowing them to resonate with one another.

The exhibition is defined by two large installations spread throughout the
gallery space. The first, Official Balance, which also gives the exhibition

its title, presents the gallery’s broad, isolated walls painted to resemble
government offices, though marked by a subtle “imbalance.” Parcel / Marcel,
spreading across the gallery floor, is a new and more extensive iteration of

a work Birsel previously exhibited in 2017 in the group show 7u m’arcel at
Ariel Sanat. In Birsel's work, this installation, using skewers and shank bones
—objects he has employed before— demonstrates an impactful criticality,
functioning simultaneously as architectural, musical, and poetic elements.

Accompanying these two installations are the two most recent large-scale
landscape paintings Birsel has come to make over the past decade using
Iranian ink. The series of paintings subtitled as Don’t You See Something Is
Coming? belongs to a body of work that has gained increasing significance
in Birsel’s later practice, serving as a medium through which he intensely
conveys his subjective sentimentality.
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Birsel, who has been living and working for nearly ten years in both Istanbul
and the village of Volissos on Chios, includes in Official Balance a small
selection of photographs he took in Chios during the summer of 2025.
Volissos, Chios, and the entire historic lonian region represent both a
geography where Birsel feels a sense of belonging and the most profound
starting points for his artistic practice. The wildfires that broke out in Chios,
particularly in Volissos, during the summer of 2025 and caused extensive
damage add a personal layer to Official Balance through Birsel’s photographic
records.

In addition to Official Balance, Oktem Aykut will present in October the film
A Walk with Selim Birsel in Chios, created in collaboration with Selim Birsel
and directed by Can Eskinazi. Building on his previous exhibition Seasonless,
this film follows Birsel in both Istanbul and Volissos, and is Oktem Aykut’s
second film production. Following in the footsteps of Eskinazi’s previous
film A Name and a Place, which examines Renée Levi’s exhibitions and her
autobiographical connections with Istanbul, A Walk with Selim Birsel in Chios
brings attention to the unseen labor inherent in the creative artistic process.
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Selim Birsel'in Resmi Denge baslikli sergisi 15 Eylul'den 25 Ekim 2025'e dek
Oktem Aykut'ta izlenebilir. Agilis, 15 Eyliil Pazartesi gtinii 15.00 - 20.00
arasinda.

Birsel'in Oktem Aykut ile gerceklestirdigi tigtincii tek kisilik sergisi Resm/
Denge; sanatginin siyasal ve kamusal olanla meggul kavramsal dili ile, kisisel
ve tekil olana yogunlasan ilgisini bir arada aktariyor. Sanatgiya gore "resmi
denge" halihazirda ironik bir tabir. Resmi olan her yapay gug, doganin
dengesini bozmaya aday; sonra da bozdugu dengenin iyi kotu devamliliginin
nagiz garantoru olmaya...

Selim Birsel'in yapitinda tarihi ve siyasal referanslar igeren mekana ozgu
buyuk yerlestirmeler ile ugucu ama kritik anlara dair resim, gizim ve fotograf
dokumleri bir arada yer alir. Resm/ Denge sergisi ile Birsel, hem 90'li yillardan
itibaren yapitinin temelinde yer alan kavramlara yonelik surekli sorgulamasini,
hem de 2000'li yillardan beri gittikge daha fazla agirlik tasiyan otobiyografik
¢ikarimlari birbirlerini yankilandirarak ifade ediyor.

Sergiyi galeri mekanina yayilan iki biiylik yerlestirme tanimliyor. ilki,

sergiye ismini de veren eser Resmi Denge, galeri mekaninin genis ve
yalitilmig duvarlarinin devlet dairelerini andiracak sekilde ancak kuguk

bir "dengesizlikle" boyanmis halini sunuyor. Galerinin zeminine yayilmig

olan Parsel / Marcel ise Birsel'in daha once 2017 yilinda Ariel Sanat'taki
grup sergisi Tu marcel'de de gosterdigi eserin yeni ve daha kapsamli bir
uygulamasi. Birsel'in yapitinda daha once de bagvurdugu nesnelerden sis ve
incik kemiklerinin butun vuruculuklaryla ayni anda hem mimari, hem muzikal
hem de siirsel olabildigi bir yerlestirme.

Bu iki yerlestirmeye Birsel'in on yili agkin siiredir iran mirekkebi kullanarak
yaptigi peyzaj resimlerinden buyuk ebatli son ikisi de eslik ediyor. Bir Seylerin
Geldigini Gormdiyor Musun? Ustbasligiyla siralanan bu resim dizisi, Birsel'in
oznel hissiyatini yogun bigimde aktardigi bir mecra olarak yapitinda gittikge
daha fazla agirlik tasiyan bir Uretime ait.
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Yaklagik on yildir istanbul'un yanisira Sakiz adasinin Volissos kdytinde de
yasayan ve Ureten Birsel, Resm/ Denge'ye 2025 yazinda Sakiz'da gektigi
fotograflardan kuguk bir secki de dahil etmekte. Volissos, Sakiz ve butiin
tarihi lyonya havzasi Birsel'in hem kendisini ait hissettigi bir cografyayi, hem
de sanatinin en derindeki ¢ikig noktalarini tegkil ediyor. Sakiz'da ve ozellikle
Volissos'ta 2025 yazinda ¢ikan ve buyuk tahribata sebep olan yanginlar,
Birsel'in fotograf kayitlari ile Resm/ Denge'ye kisisel bir katman daha ekliyor.

Oktem Aykut, Resm/ Denge'ye ek olarak Selim Birsel ile gergeklestirdigi ve
yonetmenligini Can Eskinazi'nin ustlendigi Selim Birsel ile Sakiz'da Bir Gezint/
filmini de Ekim ayinda izleyicilerle bulusturacak. Birsel'in bir onceki sergisi
Mevsimsiz'den hareketle sanatgiyi hem istanbul hem de Volissos'ta takibe
alan bu film, Oktem Aykut'un yapimciligini stlendigi ikinci sanatgi filmi.
Renée Levi'nin sergileri ve istanbul ile otobiyografik iligkisini ele alan ve yine
Eskinazi'nin yonettigi Bir /sim ve Bir Yer filmi gibi, Selim Birsel ile Sakiz'da Bir
Gezint/ de, Uretim surecinde gorinmez kalan sanat emegini takibe aliyor.
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Selim Birsel

Parsel / Marcel, 2017

Flat kebab skewers, veal shank bones
Duz kebap sisleri, dana incik kemikleri
2088 x 1180 x 9 cm
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Selim Birsel

Parsel / Marcel, 2017

Flat kebab skewers, veal shank bones
Duz kebap sisleri, dana incik kemikleri
2088 x 1180 x 9 cm

(detail / detay)
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Selim Birsel

Official Balance
Resmi Denge, 2025

Wall installation
Duvar yerlestirmess
Various dimensions
Degisken ebatlar
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Selim Birsel

Crimson Grass |l
Kizil Cayir 11, 2025

Iranian ink on paper mounted on wood
Ahsaba marufle edilmis kagit uzerine Iran mdrekkebi
78 x 178 cm
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Selim Birsel

Crimson Grass |l
Kizil Qayir 11, 2025

Iranian ink on paper mounted on wood

Ahsaba marufle edilmis kagit (zerine lran miirekkebi
78 x 178 cm

(detail / detay)
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Selim Birsel

KarTank / Kartonk Drawing |
KarTank / Kartonk Desen [, 2025

Graphite on paper mounted on wood
Ahsaba marufle edilmis kagit uzerine grafit
113 x 122 cm
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Selim Birsel

KarTank / Kartonk Drawing |
KarTank / Kartonk Desen [, 2025

Graphite on paper mounted on wood
Ahsaba marufle edilmis kagit uzerine grafit
113 x 122 cm

(detail / detay)

Mesrutiyet Caddesi 99, Beyoglu 34430 istanbul TR
Sali — Cumartesi Tuesday — Saturday 12:00 — 19:00
oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

Selim Birsel
Pole
Direk, 2025
Fine Art print
Fine Art baski
70x 124 cm
Ed. 3+1
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Selim Birsel
Mountain
Dag, 2025
Fine Art print
Fine Art baski
70x 124 cm
Ed. 3+1
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Selim Birsel
Rock
Kaya, 2025
Fine Art print
Fine Art baski
39x 70 cm
Ed. 3+1
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Selim Birsel (1963) completed his undergraduate and graduate degrees at Ecole des Beaux-Arts in
Grenoble and Institut des Hautes Etudes en Arts Plastiques in Paris. Birsel is a founding member of
Turkish contemporary art scene and has been active since the 1980’s. His artistic ouevre involves draw-
ing, painting, installation, photography, video, performance and public interventions. Birsel's one-person
exhibitions has taken place in Istanbul at Ark Kiltir (2022), Oktem Aykut (2020), Riverrun (2018), Depo
(2013), Egeran Gallery (2013), Gallery Apel (2009), Macka Art Gallery (2009) and BM Contemporary Art
Center (1991). He also had solo exhibitions in Volissos, Chios, Greece (2019); in Diyarbakir Art Center,
Diyarbakir, Turkey (2009); in Nowa Oficyna, Gdansk, Poland (2000) and in Gallery Sivah Beyaz and in Gal-
lery Zon in Ankara, Turkey (1996 & 1994). His work has been included in group shows in Istanbul at Arter,
istanbul Modern, Akbank Sanat, Institut Francais, Apartment Project, santralistanbul and Borusan among
others; at K2 in Izmir and at Salt Ulus in Ankara. Birsel's work has been exhibited in 9th and 4th editions
of Istanbul Biennial and the 1st edition of Mardin Biennial. He has also participated in group shows at
Kinstlerhaus Bregenz, Austria; Deajeon Museum of Artf, South Korea; Museum Fiir Neue Kunst, Freiburg;
Germany; St-Julien-Molin-Molette, France; CentrePasquArt, Biel, Switzerland; Slought Foundation, Phil-
adelphia; Palais Porcia, Vienna, Austria; Milano Triennale, Milano, Italy; and IFA, Berlin, Germany among
many other institutions. He published three artist books: The Visit, Backyard, Over and Beside The Works.
Birsel has been teaching at Sabanci University in Istanbul since its initial foundation in 1999. He lives
between Istanbul and Chios.
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Selim Birsel (1963); Grenoble'da bulunan Ecole des Beaux-Arts ve Paris'teki Institut des Hautes Etudes
en Arts Plastiques'te lisans ve ylkseklisans égrenimleri gérdi. 1980'li yillardan itibaren Tlrkiye glincel
sanat alaninin kurucu ve faal katilimcilarindan biri olan Birsel; ¢izim, resim, fotograf, yerlestirme, video
ve performans ile kamusal alan miidahalelerini de iceren bir mecra zenginliginde sanat Uretti. Birsel'in
kisisel sergileri istanbul'da Ark Kaltir (2022), Oktem Aykut (2020), Riverrun (2018), Depo (2013), Egeran
Galeri (2013), Galeri Apel (2009), Macka Sanat Galerisi (2009) ve BM Cagdas Sanat Merkezi'nde (1991)
gerceklesti. Ayrica Volissos, Sakiz, Yunanistan (2019); Diyarbakir Sanat Merkezi, Diyarbakir, Tirkiye (2009);
Nowa Oficyna, Gdansk, Polanya (2000), Galeri Sivah Beyaz ve Galeri Zon, Ankara, Tiirkiye'de kisisel sergiler
acti (1996 & 1994). Eserleri istanbul'da Arter, istanbul Modern, Akbank Sanat, Institut Francais, Apartment
Project, santralistanbul ve Borusan'in vani sira; izmir'de K2 ve Ankara'da Salt Ulus'ta diizenlenen karma
sergilerde yer ald1. Birsel'in eserleri 9. ve 4. Istanbul Bienali'nde ve 1. Mardin Bienali'nde sergilendi. Bunun
vani sira, Avusturya’da Kiinstlerhaus Bregenz; Gliney Kore’de Deajeon Museum of Art; Almanya’da Mu-
seum Fiir Neue Kunst, Freiburg; Fransa'da St-Julien-Molin-Molette; isvicre'de CentrePasquArt, Biel; Phil-
adelphia’da Slought Foundation; Avusturya’da Viyana Palais Porcia; italya’da Milano Trienali; Almanya'da
IFA, Berlin gibi pek ¢ok kurumda diizenlenen karma sergilere katildi. Birsel ayrica Ziyaret, Arka Bahc¢e ve
isler Uzerinden ve Yanlarinda isimlerinde, kendi sanat (iretiminden bahsettigi tic kitap yayimladi. 1999
yilindan beri Sabanci Universitesi'nde 6gretim gorevlisi olarak calisan Birsel, Istanbul ve Sakiz'da yasiyor.
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