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Murat Onen's exhibition, titled resim baska sen bagka will be on view at Oktem
Aykut from February 13 to March 28, 2026. The opening will take place on
Friday, February 13 from 18:30 to 20:30.

Named after a line from the Turkish classical piece, "Kaderimde Hep Guzeli
Aradim" (I Chased Beauty My Whole Life Through), resim bagska sen bagka is
Onen's first solo exhibition in Turkey. The selection is also a continuation of
the artist's previous exhibitions from last year, held at Galerie Max Mayer in
Dusseldorf and Edouard Montassut in Paris.

resim bagka sen baska opens a small window onto the layered transformation
undergone by the artist since his 2012 departure from Istanbul, as well as the
world depicted within these works. Positioned almost like an interlude within the
exhibition, a self-portrait drawn by the artist in Istanbul at the age of thirteen
emerges as a silent witness—a relic from an early moment in which Onen
discovered his hunger for transformation and self-discovery.

"My practice is rooted in a visual language that transforms my diverse
influences into layered paintings. Trained in classical drawing in Turkey,

| combine my personal history with art historical references, and use the
Western and Eastern canon as my toolbox. | don’t distinguish between
abstraction and figuration—instead, | use the "image within an image"
structure and the painting process itself as a theme to keep the work open
and experimental.

My methodology is balanced between calculation and improvisation. | often
work on multiple canvases simultaneously, allowing them to nurture each
other. The work develops through a process of overpainting and layering—
sometimes using prints as a foundation—where the final scene emerges from
the act of doing. | deliberately maintain a level of openness, allowing my
conceptual forms to evolve intuitively, rather than follow a rigid script."
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Born from the Turkish classical music tradition, traversing the gazino culture of
the 1980s and reaching present day through notable generational performances,
the song has come to bear the many transformations over many lifetimes—

in resim bagska sen bagka, the subjects, genres, gestures, gazes, repetitions,
meanderings and framings within layers that succeed, intersect with and diverge
from one another likewise constitute the elements, manifestations and indications
of a psycho-archeological enquiry into a conjectural collective consciousness.

| chased beauty my whole life through
The music within me is one thing—you, another
In my fancy, my longing begins to take form,
The picture on the wall is one thing—you, another
| pitch my camp beneath the open sky
Life on earth is one thing—the soul, another
And now, | have grown tired of this love of mine
Summer rain, winter rain—all unlike from the other

("Kaderimde Hep Guzeli Aradim", composition by Avni Anil, lyrics by Fethi Dinger)
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Murat Onen'in resim baska sen bagka isimli sergisi 13 Subat'tan 28 Mart 2026'ya
kadar Oktem Aykut'ta. Agilis, 13 Subat Cuma aksami 18.30-20.30'da.

Adini Avni Anil'in "Kaderimde Hep Guzeli Aradim" bestesine Fethi Dinger'in yazdig
gliftenin bir misrasindan alan resim bagka sen baska, Onen'in Tiirkiye'deki ilk
kisisel sergisi. Secki, sanat¢inin 2024 sonunda Dusseldorf Galerie Max Mayer'de ve
2025'te Paris Edouard Montassut'de agtigi sergilere de devam niteligi tasiyor.

resim bagka sen bagka, sanatginin 2012'de Istanbul’dan ayrilisindan bugtine gegen
surede hem resmi yapan kisinin hem de resmedilen dunyanin ugradigi katmanli
donusume ufak bir pencere agiyor. Bu surecin sessiz bir tanigi olarak sergide bir
parantez gibi yer alan, sanatginin on li¢ yaginda Istanbul'da ¢izdigi otoportre,
Onen'in doniiglime ve arayisa olan agligini kesfettigi en erken donemin bir izi
olarak kargimiza ¢ikiyor.

"Pratigim, etkilendigim gesitli kaynaklari gok katmanli resimlere donusturen
gorsel bir dil Uzerine kurulu. Turkiye'de klasik resim egitimi aldim; kisisel
gecmisimi sanat tarihinden referanslarla birlestiriyor, Dogu ve Bati
kanonundan arag kutusu gibi faydalaniyorum. Soyut ve figuratif arasinda
bir ayrim gozetmiyorum; bunun yerine, eserimin agik ve deneysel olmasi igin
"imge iginde imge" yapisini ve resim surecinin kendisini konu ediyorum.

Yontemimde ince hesap ile dogaglama arasinda bir denge gozetiyorum.
Genelde birden fazla tuval Uzerinde ayni anda galigir, onlarin birbirlerini
beslemelerine alan tanirm. Ustline boyama ve katmanlama siiregleriyle
sekillenen, zemin olarak baskilara yer yer bagvurdugum eserlerimde
nihai sahne de bir "yapma" eylemiyle ortaya ¢ikiyor. Belli bir duzeyde
acikligi bilingli olarak koruyorum; kavramsal formlarin kati bir senaryoyu
izlemektense sezgisel olarak gelismelerini sagliyorum."

Mesrutiyet Caddesi 99, Beyoglu 34430 istanbul TR
Sali — Cumartesi Tuesday — Saturday 12:00 — 19:00
oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

"Kaderimde Hep Guzeli Aradim"in Turk Sanat Muzigi gelenegiyle baslayan,
1980'lerde gazino kiiltiiriine, ardindan Ferdi Ozbegen, Nazan Oncel ve Gdksel

gibi sanatgilarin icralariyla ginimuze uzanan omrd, bir toplumun nesiller boyunca
ugradigi donusumu tum zenginligiyle tasidigi gibi; resim baska sen bagka'daki
tuvallerin katmanlarinda birbirini izleyen, kesisen ve ayrilan ozneler, janrlar,
darbeler, bakislar, tekrarlar, inig-¢ikislar ve gcergeveler de ressamin izini stirdugu bir
kolektif bilince dair arkeolojik bir galismanin unsurlari, izdusumleri ve ipuglar:.

Kaderimde hep guzeli aradim
leimdeki sazlar baska s6z bagka
Hayalimde canlanirken muradim
Duvardaki resim bagka sen bagka

Gokyuzinde otag kurdum oturdum
Yeryuzinde hayat baska ruh bagska
Bu sevdadan artik ben de yoruldum
Yaz yagmuru kis yagmuru bambagka

("Kaderimde Hep Guzeli Aradim", besteleyen Avni Anil, glifte Fethi Dinger)
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Murat Onen

A little bit tired but brand new
Biraz yorgun ama yepyeni, 2025

Oil on linen

Tuval uzerine yagl boya
200 x 160 cm
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Murat Onen

Two men and the yellow void
ki adam ve sari bogluk, 2025

Oil on linen

Tuval uzerine yagl boya
160 x 180 cm
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Murat Onen

Good morning to myself
Gunaydin, 2025

Oil on linen
Tuval dzerine yagli boya
65 x55cm
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Murat Onen (b. 1993, Istanbul) began his formal art education at the Istanbul Avni Akyol Anatolian High
School of Fine Arts, followed by Mimar Sinan University, and later the Dresden Academy of Fine Arts. In
2023, he completed his studies under Yesim Akdeniz at the Kunstakademie Disseldorf. In his practice,
Onen transforms the tension and accumulation of painterly elements such as colour, light, movement,
and space into an open-ended process—a palimpsest that can be read and interpreted a number of
ways. Drawing on personal experience and art-historical references, his works stage encounters between
lived reality and fiction. Themes of masculinity and queerness accompany his ongoing engagement with
academic painting and authorship. Onen's solo exhibitions include doing the work in Neuer Aachener
Kunstverein, Aachen (2023); his works have been exhibited in group exhibitions at Kunsthalle Helsin-
ki (2025); G2 Kunsthalle, Leipzig (2025); Sammlung Philara, Diisseldorf (2025); Weserburg Museum fiir
Moderne Kunst, Bremen (2024); Kunstmuseum Celle (2023) and Kunsthalle Baden-Baden (2022). He lives
and works in Disseldorf, Germany.
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Murat Onen (1993, istanbul), istanbul Avni Akyol Anadolu Giizel Sanatlar Lisesi'nde basladigi sanat egiti-
mini énce Mimar Sinan Universitesi'nde, daha sonra Dresden Glizel Sanatlar Akademisi'nde stirdirdi.
2023'te Yesim Akdeniz'in 6grencisi olarak Disseldorf Glizel Sanatlar Akademisi'nde dgrenimini tamam-
ladi. Onen, ucu acik bir yaklasimla sekillenen pratiginde renk, 1sik, devinim ve uzam gibi resimsel unsurlarin
gerilimi ve birikimini, katmanlar halinde okunabilecek ve tarihlendirilebilecek bir siirece dénlstlriyor.
Kisisel deneyimini sanat tarihinden referanslarla harmanlayarak, yasanan gergeklik ile kurmaca arasinda
karsilasmalar yaratiyor. Erkeksilik ve kuirlik konularini ele aldigi eserlerine akademik resme ve pratigine
dair sorgulamalar eslik ediyor. Kisisel sergileri arasinda doing the work, Neuer Aachener Kunstverein,
Aachen (2023) bulunan Onen'in eserleri Kunsthalle Helsinki (2025); G2 Kunsthalle, Leipzig (2025); Sam-
mlung Philara, Diisseldorf (2025); Weserburg Museum fiir Moderne Kunst, Bremen (2024); Kunstmuseum
Celle (2023) ve Kunsthalle Baden-Baden'de (2022) diizenlenen grup sergilerinde yer aldi. Sanat¢i Dissel-
dorf, Almanya'da yasiyor ve ¢alisiyor.
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