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Strings by Koray Arig can be visited at the Premiere section of Art Basel in Basel. The series focus-
es on a recent body of work produced between 2021 and 2026, providing insight into the sound
inherent in Arig's work. Aris is known for his particular style of organic abstraction with the use of
leather and wood, the series represents a sculptural attempt to capture primeval forms undergoing
metamorphosis. The presentation includes 14 works, all in wood and leather, each suspended in
the air by thin steel ropes. Unique in form, together they form a maze-like inner space welcoming
visitors to walk through, and even touch them.

As the sole living representative of the Turkish academic sculptural tradition, Arig studied Sculp-
ture in the Istanbul State Academy of Fine Arts from 1963 until 1968, before he went to Rome for
further studies. The State Academy was the heart of Turkish sculptural tradition, where a distinct
understanding of form and material expression prevailed over several generations. From late 19th
century on, Turkish sculpture has put a strong emphasis on movement, music and dance - inheriting
the extremely rich Ottoman coexistence of senses of form, with frail references to old Turkic or
Anatolian proportions. Representing a unique continuation of this tradition, Aris's works are known
for their unwavering yet experimental carnal character.

The presentation titled Strings, refers to string instruments. The pieces each provide abstract
encapsulations of sounds, in both their shell-like forms, but also in the way they are presented with
their two sides (back and front) made visible. Thanks to the visibility of these two sides, the viewer
may interpret the skeletons of the forms and their outer surfaces as two complimentary visualiza-
tions that mirror notations. Aris's works always had a strong connection to music, having previously
produced a distinct body of free-standing large-scale percussive sculptures, yet this latest series of
primordial forms represent a unique quest for fossilized soundscapes.
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2021

Wood, leather
84 x 10 x 15 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arisg

Untitled, 2022

Wood, leather
87 x48 x4 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arisg

Untitled, 2021

Wood, leather
76 x36 x11cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2023

Wood, leather
95x 56 x 10 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig, 2023, Untitled, Wood, leather, 95 x 56 x 10 cm (detarl)
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2022

Wood, leather
89 x45x 19 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arisg

Untitled, 2023

Wood, leather
102 x 58 x 10 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2022

Wood, leather
71x44 x 6 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2021

Wood, leather
95x 54 x10cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2021

Wood, leather
87 x50 x 10 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2022

Wood, leather
61x50x9cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2024

Wood, leather
38x62x9cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2024

Wood, leather
48 x40 x 6 cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2024

Wood, leather
70x35x10cm

Photo courtesy of: Hadiye Cangdkge
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2021

Wood, leather
62 x13.5x2.5cm

Photo courtesy of: Barig Ozgetin
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Koray Arig

Untitled, 2025

Wood, leather
50x11x 3 cm

Photo courtesy of: Barig Ozgetin
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Exhibition view: Koray Aris, The Skin We Live In, curated by Selen Ansen, Arter, 2024
Photo courtesy of: Flufoto
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Koray Aris during his exhibition D/fferent Sounds at Oktem Aykut, 2023

Photo courtesy of: Lara Ozdogan Kalari
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Different Sounds, Oktem Aykut, 2023

Photo courtesy of: Lara Ozdogan Kalari

Mesrutiyet Caddesi 99, Beyoglu 34430 istanbul TR
Sali — Cumartesi Tuesday — Saturday 12:00 — 19:00
oktemaykut.com



OKTEMAYKUT

Born in Istanbul’s Vefa neighbourhood to Nezihe and Latif Aris, Koray Aris attended primary and
secondary school in Adana without severing his ties with Istanbul. After completing his studies in
Sadi Calik’s studio at the Sculpture Department of the Istanbul State Academy of Fine Arts in 1968,
he received a state scholarship to study in Rome. There, Aris continued his education at sculptor
Emilio Greco’s studio between 1969 and 1971. In 1969, Aris expanded his palette of materials, pre-
viously dominated by wood and bronze, to include leather and produced his first sculptures con-
sisting of wood and leather in his own studio. In 1971, he graduated from the Fine Arts Academy of
Rome and held his first solo exhibition at Galleria La Nuova Pesa in 1972. During his time in Italy, Aris
experimented with leather and stout leather in abstract sculptural forms and designed costumes
and accessories for theatre plays and films using these materials. Upon returning to Tirkiye, he set
up his own studio in Istanbul’s Saskinbakkal neighbourhood and taught at the Sculpture Department
of the Academy of Fine Arts from 1974 to 1976. In 1982, Aris established his new studio in Catalca. In
the early 1990s, he started to work on abstract and self-balanced forms that invite interaction from
viewers. Later in his practice, Aris further expanded his oeuvre to sculptures centred around con-
cepts such as sound and timbre, encouraging tactile and auditory engagement. The artist, who held
numerous exhibitions in Tirkiye and abroad, particularly in Istanbul and Rome, continues to create
in his studio in Catalca.
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Koray Aris's studio in Catalca, Istanbul, 2024

Photo courtesy of: Lara Ozdogan Kalari
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The Skin
We Live In
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A publication on Koray Aris's exhibition The Skin We Live In was released by Arter in 2025
Photo courtesy of: Firat Rlizgar
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Oktem Aykut is a contemporary art gallery in Istanbul, representing a roster of established and
emerging Turkish and international artists. The gallery aims to work with artists from diverse back-
grounds, with artistic approaches that strengthen one another through a common critical approach
towards contemporary societal conditions. Founded by Tankut Aykut and Doga Oktem in Novem-
ber 2014 in Istanbul.

This year marks Oktem Aykut’s first time participating in Art Basel in Basel, the gallery will also be
presenting works by Can Altay at Art Basel Parcours and [hsan Oturmak at Basel Social Club.

Can Altay, A Skein of Waterfowl, Oktem Aykut, Istanbul, 2023

Photo courtesy of: Lara ézdoéan Kalari
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Art Basel, Basel, Switzerland, 2025
Courtesy of Art Basel
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